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Legal Writing Aids

The written word is an important tool in any lawyer’s belt, and sometimes written advocacy is the only chance you’ll 
have to make your client’s argument. But writing, like any skill, takes practice, feedback, and guidance.  Whether you’re 
wrestling with grammar, word choice, style, or just trying to figure out how to frame an argument, sometimes it’s nice 
to have a little outside perspective. Here are some of the helpful books that we have on legal writing so that your next 
brief is polished and effective.

Aspen Handbook for Legal Writers: A Practical Reference by Deborah E. Bouchoux.
 Aspen Publishers, 2009.   4th floor Reading Room KF250 .B68 2009
Black’s Law Dictionary edited by Brian A. Garner.
 Thomson Reuters, 2014.  Reference Shelf    KF156 .B53 2014
A Brief Guide to Brief Writing: Demystifying the Memorandum of Law by Janet S. Kole.
 American Bar Association, 2013. 4th floor Reading Room KF251 .K65 2013  
A Dictionary of Modern Legal Usage by Bryan A. Garner.
 Oxford University Press, 1995.  Reference Shelf    KF156 .G367 1995
Effective Legal Writing Strategies
 Massachusetts Bar Institute, 2011 4th floor Reading Room   KF250 .E34 2011  
The Elements of Legal Style by Bryan A. Garner.
 Oxford University Press, 2002.   4th floor Reading Room   KF250 .G367 2002
The Elements of Style  by William Strunk, Jr. 
 Allyn and Bacon, 2000.    4th floor Reading Room   PE1408 .S772 2000
The Grammar and Writing Handbook for Lawyers by Lenné Eidson Espenschied.
 American Bar Association, 2011. 4th floor Reading Room  KF250 .E84 2011
The Legal Analyst: A Toolkit for Thinking About the Law by Ward Farnsworth.
 University of Chicago Press, 2007. 1st floor Non-core    K212 .F37 2007 (Ask staff for assistance) 
Legal Reasoning, Writing, and Other Lawyering Skills by Robin Wellford Slocum.
 LexisNexis, 2011.   4th floor Reading Room   KF250 .S568 2011  
Making Your Case: The Art Of Persuading Judges by Antonin Scalia & Bryan A. Garner. Scalia, Antonin. 
 Thomson/West, 2008.    1st floor Non-core    KF8870 .S28 2008 (Ask staff for assistance)
Point Made: How to Write Like the Nation’s Top Advocates by Ross Guberman.
 Oxford University Press, 2011.  4th floor Reading Room   KF251 .G83 2011       
The Winning Brief: 100 Tips for Persuasive Briefing in Trial and Appellate Courts by Bryan A. Garner.
 Oxford University Press, 2004.   4th floor Reading Room   KF251 .G37 2004
Writing Persuasive Briefs by Girvan Peck.
 Little, Brown, 1984.   1st floor Non-core    KF251 .P42 1984 (Ask staff for assistance)
Quote it!: Memorable Legal Quotations: Data, Epigrams, Wit and Wisdom from Legal and Literary Sources  
 selected by Eugene C. Gerhart. C. Boardman Co., 1969.
Online resource. Remote access available to accounts with fewer than 50 subscribers
      4th floor Reading Room K58 .Q68 1969
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